By the year 2000 such a monitor will no doubt be added to our 'essential' list.
The medicolegal contributions are very informative, interesting and practical. One is surprised that it is only three years since the first case of inadequate anaesthesia reached the courts in Britain and more surprised that the American experience has been limited to only one reported lawsuit directly involving 'consciousness under anaesthesia' .
Practical advice abounds -'Perhaps the best way in which anaesthesiologists can attempt to stay out of court is to increase their rapport and contact with their patients'.
'In the present state of knowledge the best pharmacological way of ensuring unconsciousness must be to supplement nitrous oxide with suitable low concentrations of volatile agents delivered by an accurate vaporiser'.
Professor Vickers summarises the current thoughts and lists eight other recommendations which should be regarded as the ten commandments of anaesthesia.
This book is essential reading. In Michael Rosen's words 'anaesthetist readers will now certainly do better, lawyers will be well informed, and neurophy~iologists and psychologists can see new fields for their activities and investigations. Some patients will have much for which to thank the contributors'.
I The subjects discussed in some of the chapters seem divergent from the author's aim. For example, the sixteen-page chapter on factory assembly of one machine, the Ohmeda Modulus 11, is not likely to improve the understanding of most anaesthetists, even those in the U.S.A. In Australasia, where this machine is practically unknown, the chapter is of very little value.
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